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“Qua” or “as a” constructions appear in many philosophical contexts,
including in metaphysics, philosophy of religion, philosophy of
language, and philosophy of action. One important function of qua-
ascriptions is to block violations of Leibniz's Law. We can truthfully
state that the old Penn Station was destroyed qua building and that
the old Penn Station still exists qua pile of bricks without claiming
that the old Penn Station was destroyed and still exists. That is, we
can sometimes claim that an object x is F qua G without concluding
that x is F. This paper uses the notion of real definition to provide an
account of when we can and cannot infer x is F from the fact that x is
F qua G. | apply the proposal to cases that potentially threaten
Leibniz's Law and explain how my proposal can be adopted by
different metaphysical theories of qua-ascriptions.
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